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their transactions was far removed from the seat of government, and it was well known that Justinian was not disposed to be hard on the peccadillos of men who were continually forwarding substantial sums to the Imperial Treasury. Moreover, the oppressed Italians were unable to defend themselves, and could only suffer in dumb anguish the outrages of their persecutors. Thus the sharks of Alexander had it all their own way. Not content with imposing an outrageous assessment on the fortunes of the Eomans, they endeavoured to increase the profits by all manner of fraudulent devices. Sometimes they refused to give receipts; sometimes they gave them in an invalid form. Sometimes they disputed the validity of those which were correctly drawn up. All Italians who had engaged in financial dealings with the Goths were ordered to produce accounts, and when such accounts were not forthcoming, they were compelled to refund in full. False weights and measures were used; the accounts presented by the Imperial auditors were shamelessly falsified; and extra exactions were enforced by terrorism and violence. Of course the greater part of the money thus accumulated was sent to Constantinople, but much of it remained in the hands of the nefarious agents, who fattened and grew wealthy on the pillage of their victims.1
The miseries of Italy were further augmented by the rapacity of the Byzantine commanders and their troops. When Belisarius returned to the East in 540, he left behind him eleven generals, to whom was entrusted the task of completing the subjugation of the country. These generals, however, divided by mutual jealousies and suspicions, were unable to agree upon any plan for the reduction of the enemy, and, instead of carrying on the war, devoted their whole attention to amassing private fortunes. They came to an understanding with the tax-gatherers, and in concert with them arranged for the thorough spoliation of their several districts. The common soldiers, as was natural, followed the example of their officers. Military pay was extremely irregular, promotion had to be purchased, and offences against discipline were at this time punished with heavy fines. Hence the soldiers, being in need of money, sought to provide for
1 The logothetes were awarded one-twelfth, of all the monies they recovered for the Treasury. Such a system of payment, of course, was a direct incentive to extortion.** til, i.                      n( ftr* |i
